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ASHA: AN INTRODUCTION 

ASHA (Alliance for Sustainable & Holistic Agriculture) is a nation-wide informal network of more than 400 
organizations connected with several lakh people from 20 states of India. The network got created in 2010 
through a Kisan Swaraj Yatra, a nation-wide mobilization through a 71-day bus journey around 20 states, to 
draw attention to issues pertaining to our food, farmers, freedom. The network consists of farmers’ 
organizations, consumer groups, women’s organizations, environmental organizations, organic farming groups, 
individual citizens and experts who are committed to the cause of sustainable and viable farm livelihoods. 
From the dialogues that emerged during the Kisan Swaraj Yatra and subsequent work, ASHA has articulated a 
4-pillared Kisan Swaraj Neeti – the same has been refined through numerous consultations with farmers’ 
associations and others and now, ASHA calls upon all political parties to adopt the same.  

ASHA’s Kisan Swaraj Neeti articulates the framework for a forward-looking agricultural policy 
approach for India that is economically sound, ecologically sustainable and socially equitable. The 
four pillars of Kisan Swaraj Neeti are: 

(1) Delivering income security for producers  
(2) Ensuring ecological sustainability of agriculture 
(3) Protecting and upholding community control over resources like land, water, forest and seed  
(4) Securing access to safe, healthy, diverse, nutritious and sufficient food for all Indians.   

 
ASHA brings together practitioners, farmer organizations, researchers, policy makers and consumers onto a 
shared platform to promote successful experiences of sustainable agriculture for further scaling up and 
mainstreaming. Many of the agricultural scientists, microbiologists, environmentalists, medical and public 
health practitioners, farmers and farmer leaders and rural development experts associated with ASHA have 
had several decades of experience in their respective fields of expertise.   

Over the past 3 years, ASHA has held a number of consultations with these experts and with stakeholders on 
subjects such as Income Security, Agroecology, Biosafety, Farmers’ Rights etc. ASHA is involved in grassroots 
work of collectivizing farmers, trainings and capacity building on technical as well as policy issues, research and 
fact finding for creating informed public debates, in generating communication material and in holding 
consultations with various stakeholders on a variety of subjects related to sustainable farm livelihoods. 
Periodic, regional training workshops have ensured that skill- and knowledge-building around ecological 
farming takes place. Networking on issues like seed have ensured conservation of seed diversity in various 
locations of the country in addition to lending visibility to farmer-breeders and seed conservers. Our research 
and analysis has presented new dimensions and potential solutions on issues such as farm suicides, 
remunerative prices, unsustainable farming models, PPPs and so on.Through its grassroots work, training 
programmes, campaigns and policy advocacy, ASHA seeks to promote policies and practices that enable Indian 
agriculture to provide dignified livelihoods to its farmers  particularly to the majority of Indian “annadattas” 
who are small and marginal farmers, through ecologically sound and sustainable farming practices, while 
ensuring  their control over agricultural resources like seed, land and water, and providing  adequate, safe food 
to all citizens.  

ASHA seeks the support of all those who share these values and concerns. For further information, contact: 
(0)9472999999. 
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